
Text to Speech adds auditory reinforcement to what you’re reading. Also, it lets you 
hear words read aloud to help with expressive speech development — or even 
communicates for you by speaking the words you type.

How to Enable Text To Speech on the MacBook for Course Work and Research 
1. Click the Apple menu in the top le/ corner of your screen. 
2. Select System Preferences 
3. Select Accessibility 
4. Select Speech 
5. You will see this screen(below) and will want to select a voice (Alex is a good one), 

speaking rate and check the box that says Speak the selected text when the key is 
pressed.   It is set as OpDon + Esc.  

          

 

6.  Once you have this set up, go to one of your 
classes in Buzz where there is text on the            
screen.   Highlight the text you want read (screen 
below).  Then press OpDon and Esc at the same 
Dme and the selected text will be read out loud. 

    MacBook  LEARNING TOOLS
Built in learning tools on your MacBook can help you find focus and engage in 


on-line learning! 



WORD COMPLETION 
To help with vocabulary and word-building skills, macOS provides word completion in 
apps like TextEdit and Pages. 
1. After typing just a few letters, press the F5 key and macOS suggests words. 
2. Select the word you want, and macOS completes it for you.

DICTIONARY
With Dictionary on your Mac, you can easily get definitions of words and phrases from a 
variety of sources.

ZOOM
Get a quick size boost of what you’re reading.



ZOOM KEYBOARD SHORTCUT:
ZOOM IN: Option + Command + =
ZOOM OUT: Option + Command + -
ZOOM IN: CONTROL + SCROLL UP 
ZOOM OUT: CONTROL + SCROLL DOWN

Hover Text makes it easier to view text on your display. 
1. Hover over any text with your cursor and press Command. 
2. A dedicated window with a large, high-resolution version of your selection. You can 

even choose the fonts and colors that work best for you.

KEYBOARD DICTATION 
Dictate text anywhere you can type it. Turn it on in the Dictation pane of Keyboard 
preferences to enable keyboard dictation—where your words are sent to Apple servers 
to be analyzed using the latest language data and converted into text in real-time. A 
feedback window gauges your speaking volume and provides basic dictation controls.


Turn on keyboard dictation 
1. Click the Apple menu in the top le/ 

corner of your screen. 
2. Select System Preferences 
3. Click Keyboard 
4. Click DictaJon 
5.  If a prompt appears, click Enable DictaJon. 

ENABLE MORE ACCESSIBILITY FEATURES ON YOUR 
MACBOOK TO HELP YOU LEARN:


